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Preface
The 48th Montagna Annual Symposium on the Biology of Skin
was held in Snowmass Colorado on August 7±11, 1999 to develop
the topic ``Endothelial cells and angiogenesis: from benchtop to
bedside''. The purpose of this symposium each year is to bring
together basic scientists from disparate ®elds with cutaneous
biologists to consider a topic of great relevance to the biology of
the skin in health and disease. The meeting format combines formal
presentations, poster presentations and discussions and informal
discussions during 4 days of meeting and leisure activities. Twenty-
six speakers and 12 poster presenters discussed the basic mechanisms
of blood vessel development and angiogenesis, and then how this
process is involved in disease and in the skin in particular.
Angiogenesis is a topic of great interest in all areas of human
biology, particularly to scientists studying wound healing, cancer
biology, in¯ammation, diabetes, and vascular malformations. This
symposium ®rst considered the basic structure and functional
anatomy of the cutaneous circulation, and the functional interac-
tions of endothelial cells with extracellular matrix, peri-endothelial
cell populations and leukocytes. The cellular and molecular biology
of angiogenesis and lymphoangiogenesis were then reviewed,
introducing more detailed consideration of angiogenesis in tumor
angiogenesis and tumor progression, in wound healing, in
in¯ammatory skin diseases, and in hemagiomas and vascular
malformations. Finally, the exciting prospects of antiangiogenic
therapies were discussed using multiple examples of modern
therapeutic approaches: antisense inhibition of expression, natural
antiangiogenic factors, ribozyme antiangiogenic factors, and matrix
metalloproteinases.
As in previous Montagna Symposia, the ¯ow of the program was
designed to lead the participants from fundamental to applied
science, considering in the end important biologic functions in
which angiogenesis plays a pivotal role, and even addressing the
most modern therapeutic approaches to treating disease by
inhibiting angiogenesis. The scheduling of the meeting allowed
extensive and provocative discussions, which always illuminated
the issues raised in the formal presentations.
The success of the Symposium and the published proceedings
depends on the efforts of the organizing committee, on the staff
assisting the Cutaneous Biology Foundation, and on the editorial
staff of the Journal of Investigative Dermatology who review the
manuscripts. We greatly appreciate the 33 years of support of this
conference by the National Institutes of Health and the current
support from the National Institute of Arthritis, Musculoskeletal
and Skin Diseases. We also value the continued support of
biotechnology and pharmaceutical companies and the support of
foundations devoted to the study of cutaneous biology and disease.
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